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May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be holy acceptable in your sight… 

 

One of the favourite images of Christmas is that of the wise men travelling by camel through the starlit 

night.   One star dominates the sky as they arrive on the crest of the hill overlooking Bethlehem.  One 

can only imagine the dangers they would have met during the journey.  But now, by following the star, 

they have arrived in the town of Jesus’ birth, to the house of the Holy Family to worship the King of 

kings. 

This is the day that traditionally is celebrated on the 12th day of Christmas-January 6th, and is known as 

Epiphany-the Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.  With this in mind, it is important to note the 

arrival of the wise men is a separate event, with an entirely different focus.   

Over the years, you may have asked who are these wise men?  Well, there is a lot we do not know about 

them.  Isaiah 60 makes reference to them as “kings” but Matthew speaks of them as magi-wise men, 

magicians, or astrologers.  We do know they studied the stars, and they were apparently also 

acquainted with the Hebrew Scriptures, but we are not given many other details.  So who were they?  

What did they see in the sky that motivated them to just pack their bags and begin a long dangerous 

journey west to Judea?  There are many questions surrounding this story.  But I think it is a good thing 

because it indicates that this story, this Epiphany journey, is not just the wise men’s journey; it is also 

our journey, our story. 

 

I am sure there have been times when we have experienced Epiphany; times when our minds and hearts 

have been enlightened; moments that gave us the courage to travel beyond the boundaries of our 

everyday lives, and we see the face of God in a new way.  And our Heavenly Father is continually 

revealing himself to us in awesome ways.  And what a blessing that is! 

And so what do we offer in showing our thanks? 
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What gifts are fit for a king?  The wise men offered gifts of gold frankincense and myrrh.  What strange 

gifts to offer a child!  I was told that if they were wise women, the gifts would have been more practical-

like diapers, nappies etc...   

But why the gold frankincense and myrrh?  Some point to these gifts being the principal items used in 

the magic in which these wise men of the east practiced.  So in giving the Christ child gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh, they were handing over the tools of their trade, thus demonstrating that they 

were no longer pagan magicians.  They were letting go of the past because they had found a new 

guiding star-The Lord Jesus.   

Others think that these gifts are symbolic of who this child really was.  Gold being the gift of the king, 

representing power and wealth; frankincense, used in worship rituals-to worship God incarnate, my 

husband’s church use them.  And myrrh, which was used in medicine and embalming of the dead, 

indicating this child’s humanity and foreshadowing his suffering and death as Saviour of the world.   

To be fair, what does one give the Lord of the universe who in love and grace comes to us, in the flesh, 

as one of us, a tiny vulnerable child?  Well, when one considers the greatness of the gift we have been 

given in Christ-the wonder and majesty of it all-what can we give in return?  Surely the wise men must 

have realized that their precious and expensive presents were hardly adequate for this Child.  And 

perhaps that is the point.  We, like the wise men, are simply blown away by the awesomeness of God’s 

love that led Him to becoming flesh in a little child.  We fall to our knees, and rack our brains trying to 

figure out an offering worthy of such a gift.  What have we to give? God’s gift to us is just too great, too 

wondrous.  But let’s be real here….that’s always the way it is with our gifts to God.  All the gifts we offer 

in worship are just gold, frankincense, and myrrh-small gifts in comparison to God’s goodness and love 

towards us.  All we can do is offer Him the best of what we have at the moment.  And it is enough. 
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When I was in Theology School, unlike the Lutherans, we do internship in increments.  During the school 

year, we are placed in a parish for Sunday only.  During the summers, we are out in a parish full time.   

I was placed at a church in the north end of Halifax.  I became involved with their youth group.  It was a 

great group of youth.  I really got to know one family in particular.  And this was a great eccentric family 

to say the least.  For Christmas one year, their oldest daughter (would have been 13) was given a really 

strange gift from her Aunt and Uncle.  An envelope with $77.12 in it, with the understanding that she 

would do something good with it.  Well, she pondered for a bit and wondered what one could do with 

so little.  So she began looking into organizations that would benefit from being given money.  She came 

across African Sky (based out of Oregon).  They help to build schools in Africa.  So she decided she would 

like to help them.  Thus, she knew that the money she was given would not build a school, so she called 

out for help.  The youth in her youth group jumped on the mission, and together they formed “MYST” 

(Maritime Youth Standing Together) and from there, they used all their gifts to fundraise enough money 

to build not one, but two schools!  By joining together, and using the gifts God has given them, they 

were able to rise more than enough!   

When we are open to offering our gifts (time talent treasure) up to God, He does amazing things with 

them. So no matter how little we think they are, God still can do wonders with them!  She offered to 

God, all she had and watched how He worked in the offering and in turn blessed all involved! 

No matter how little our gifts may be, when we offer them to God, He turns them into something 

BIG!//// 

The wise men came all those dangerous miles with their “meagre” gifts; they came seeking something 

better than what they had known.  God told them to seek out the Saviour.  And so they came and found 

him-and what they offered him had great meaning, because it meant they were giving up to this Child 

the very objects that symbolized their former lives.  And then, as if to emphasize this, Matthew tells us 



E p i p h a n y  2 0 1 6                             P a g e  | 4 

 

they went home by another road.  Symbolizing that their lives were changed forever.  They were now on 

a new path, with the light of Christ guiding them.   

In our world today, people are looking for direction and guidance in their lives- and so often they pass 

right by the one place that can honestly offer them that guidance and direction!  There is a hunger for 

God out there, but so much of what is offered will never satisfy that hunger.  Our world is filled with 

people who are looking for the light we have found in Christ.  And the churches mission is to proclaim 

whom they are seeking_JESUS is born!   That God, out of His awesome love, became one of us in the 

ONLY ONE WHO CAN satisfy that hunger in the human heart, and fill up that emptiness in the human 

soul. 

This is exactly what St Paul was speaking of in our second lesson for today.  “To bring to the nations the 

news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden 

for ages in God who created all things; so that through the church….?  That is, through you and me, “the 

wisdom of God in its right variety might now be made known.”  That is our task; that is our calling.  The 

best gift we can offer the Christ-child is the gift of ourselves.  And we can only give the gift of ourselves if 

we are open to receiving Him first! 

Today marks the first Sunday in the New Year, and in keeping with the gifts of the wise men, would this 

not be a good time to take another look at our response to the God who was born for us.  How are we 

doing? 

The wise men went home by another road.  They returned to their own country being wiser men.  We 

too can travel a different road this year, a road where we can make the King of kings the living, active, 

center of all that we are and everything that we do.  The challenge before each of us is to make our life a 

gift worth giving to the King.   

God gave himself to us because He LOVES US.  May His awesome love be reflected in our lives as we 
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worship Him with all that we have, and all that we do.  That is our gold, frankincense, and myrrh offered 

to the King of Kings.  Alleluia, Amen 


